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Recommendation
Recommendation 1: The government should reinforce its support for young people by establishing
a special envoy to play a central, whole-of-government role in promoting policies focused on
well-being, safety, and opportunities that will accelerate our children and youths’ contributions to
inclusive, sustainable development and growth across future cultural and economic sectors.
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Introduction: Supporting Canada’s youth essential to our
economic future

Children and youth in Canada constitute one-fifth of our population and are the most ethnically and
racially diverse in our history. They are driven by a passion for making the world a better place,
embodying the first truly global generation where ideas about language, culture, identity, and
community transcend borders.

More importantly, the platforms where children consume programming are global. Children are
digital-first citizens, turning off traditional TV and moving to digital platforms and experiences on
social media. Research shows that most kids in Canada today are increasingly glued to five U.S.
streaming platforms: YouTube, Netflix, Disney+, YouTube Kids and Prime Video.

The fundamental importance of ensuring quality Canadian and Indigenous kids’ content is available
on all platforms cannot be overstated. Canadian and Indigenous shows foster positive values and
relationships, build diverse cultural awareness and pride, and spark imagination and critical thinking
through a magical mix of entertainment and education, with a distinct voice.

But prioritizing kids and Canadian and Indigenous youth should not stop there. Now, more than
ever, we need to reverse the habit of leaving this important demographic unrecognized in public
policy. The federal government should break out of its current mold and open the way for the new
leadership that only the creation of a Special Envoy on children’s issues could provide on a
government-wide basis.

Shaw Rocket Fund believes that establishing a special envoy within the federal government would
significantly enhance Canada’s ability to prioritize and advance children's interests, which is rapidly
evolving in this digital age. This role would ensure that youth-focused programs and initiatives are
robust and effective, demonstrating a commitment to the needs and aspirations of our youngest
citizens, who are vital to Canada’s future.

It would also centralize efforts across the government to promote policies that enhance the
well-being, safety, and opportunities for our children and youth, thereby accelerating their
contributions to inclusive, sustainable development and growth in cultural and economic sectors of
the future.

About Shaw Rocket Fund: Leading the children’s media sector
and championing kids in public policy

The Shaw Rocket Fund is at the forefront of producing top-tier, globally-recognized Canadian
children's media content across all platforms. For over 25 years, we’ve invested more than $281
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million into 1,174 Canadian-made audiovisual and digital media programs for children, youth, and
families. Our support spans both official languages and includes Indigenous and minority
languages, ensuring diverse representation in Canadian children's programming.

Operating as an equity fund within a not-for-profit framework, Shaw Rocket Fund embodies a
pioneering model of social enterprise. We strategically invest and reinvest returns to benefit the
broader children’s media sector, thus bolstering Canada's economic growth and enhancing the
visibility of Canadian-made content. We prioritize investments in high-profile children’s media that
champion equity, diversity, and inclusion while reflecting the stories and experiences of Canadian
kids.

For too long, regulatory policy has focused on “genres” of programming rather than the actual
needs of children and that has led to less content tailored to children and youth. That needs to stop.

Children are not a programming genre. They are an important audience and our future leaders.
About 20 per cent of Canada’s diverse and growing population is under 18, yet too often they’re still
a programming afterthought.

Children and youth must be prioritized in public policymaking, rather than being an afterthought.
The rewards will far exceed the investments in terms of enhancing the wellbeing of children and
youth in Canada.

Young people are driving innovation and economic growth in
Canada

Younger Canadians and Indigenous youth are poised to become innovators and entrepreneurs,
driving future economic growth. Ipsos data showed, for instance, that 62 per cent of Canadian Gen
Zers viewed COVID-19 as an opportunity to implement significant societal and economic changes.
Supporting online entrepreneurship among youth in Canada will foster disruptive new technologies,
user-generated content, and innovative digital businesses, all crucial for our nation’s future growth.

Generation Alpha, born from 2010 to 2024, will be the largest generation in the history of the world
by 2025, estimated at 2 billion people. The first in this generation were born the year the iPad was
launched and Instagram was created, grew up with Siri and Alexa, and are experiencing rapid
advancements in artificial intelligence (AI). We must ensure kids and parents have access to trusted
content that reflects the way kids consume content both today and in the future. This requires
considerable private and public investment.

#300, 340 Midpark Way S.E., Calgary, AB T2X 1P1 • P. 587-899-4517
www.rocketfund.ca

Page 4



Filling a gap with an Online Safety Program

Online safety is an urgent issue requiring immediate and decisive action from the federal
government. The pandemic has highlighted the critical importance of safeguarding children online.
While the pandemic underscored the educational and entertainment value of digital content for
children, it also revealed significant risks and the dire need for stronger government support.

Recognizing the urgent need for online safety, we launched the Rocket Online Safety Program in
September 2018. Over the past six years, this program has helped Canadian digital content
creators achieve certification through the kidSAFE Seal Program, ensuring their technologies meet
stringent privacy and security standards for children in Canada. To date, 46 Canadian companies
have participated, and we have contributed to 134 kidSAFE Seal certifications directly through this
program.

Children are consuming and interacting with more digital content than ever before, and while
families accept this reality, concerns about online safety are at an all-time high. The Shaw Rocket
Fund remains committed to providing free certification access to creators, and reassuring parents
that the majority of Canadian digital experiences their children use are safe. However, the Rocket
Online Safety Program alone is insufficient.

As a global leader in children’s programming, Canada must also lead in safeguarding children
online, and we urgently call on the federal government to collaborate with industry partners to
ensure children are protected. It is critical for Canada to establish a robust and comprehensive
system to ensure children's safety as international standards continue to evolve.

An ambassador would also be crucial when it comes to the increasingly vital need for the
government to take action to prepare and shield children amid the tremendous opportunities and
risks of emerging AI. It is widely believed that this developing technology, which some call “the
Industrial Revolution 2.0,” will have the most impact on young people. For youth for whom using
technology is a way of life, the risks that are concerning educators, parents and others worldwide
include AI’s ability to advance bias and stereotypes, erode privacy, subject youth to persistent
buying appeals and enable bullying and fraud. An ambassador for youth would be in a position to
harness government-wide authority and measures to better protect children and address the
coming socio-economic upheaval of AI.

Who is looking out for the kids?

Overall, Shaw Rocket Fund believes that creating a special envoy within the federal government
would significantly enhance Canada’s ability to prioritize and advance children's interests.

At the Rocket Fund, we regularly find ourselves asking “who is looking out for our kids?”
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Rocket Fund willingly has taken on this responsibility as an expert in children’s content, but we can’t
continue to do this alone.

All children in Canada — whether Indigenous, Black, from racialized communities and diverse
ethnocultural backgrounds, socio-economic statuses, abilities and disabilities, sexual orientations,
gender identities and expression — need to see themselves reflected in the content they consume,
content that is available to them at their fingertips, at all times. They also need to remain safe online
and they need champions in government to ensure they can contribute fully to their economic
future.

Shaw Rocket Fund is hopeful and confident that the creation of a special envoy within the federal
government, dedicated to ensuring that the needs of our youngest citizens are a cross-government
priority, would significantly enhance Canada’s ability to prioritize and advance the interests of our
children and youth.

Including mechanisms and funding for a special envoy in Budget 2025 would be an efficient and
cost-effective way to strengthen the array of programs and initiatives designed to support families
and children. This initiative would send a powerful message that the needs and aspirations of
children and youth are being given the extra consideration they deserve, reflecting their vital
importance to the future of Canada.

We’re all responsible, so let’s make it happen.

Recommendation for Budget 2025

That the government reinforce its support for young people by establishing a special
envoy to play a central, whole-of-government role in promoting policies focused on the
well-being, safety and opportunities that will accelerate our children and youths’
contributions to inclusive, sustainable development and growth across future cultural and
economic sectors.

Conclusion: Opportunity to show Canadian global leadership

Canada holds a global leadership position in youth and children’s programming. We must leverage
our natural advantages to create a bright future for our young people and the country. Shaw Rocket
Fund looks forward to partnering with the federal government to strengthen and expand the policies
and programs necessary for the sustainable, inclusive, and safe success of our youth in the years
to come.
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